
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

BeNS children and teachers have been involved in the “busyness” of 

school over the past two weeks. The playgrounds on either side of 

my office have been filled with chatter and laughter. There are few 

things in the world which feed your soul like the sound of a child 

laughing from the depths of their bellies.  

 

The teachers have engaged in Parent Interviews in the past week to 

give feedback regarding your child’s progress thus far. We are 

changing the terminology from “Parent Interviews” to “Parent 

Conversations”, next term, because we want you, our parents, to 

really engage with your child’s teacher during these conversations. 

Language matters, and an “Interview” sounds like a far more formal 

and one-sided affair than a “Conversation”. I encourage you to ask 

questions, and to offer your own perceptions and observations, in 

order for us to do the very best for your child. Teachers are in the 

process of completing written Orientation reports which will be sent 

home before the end of the term. 

 

During some of the conversations that happened last week, we 

were made aware of many parents doing, or wanting to do, 

“homework” with their children. This “homework” is well-

intentioned, but somewhat misguided. Homework is a necessity 

once your child enters FORMAL schooling in Grade One; before 

that, “homework” should be PLAYING and READING with  

 

 

BeNS CALENDAR 

 

Friday 2 April  

 Good Friday 

 

Monday 5 April  

 Family Day 

 

Thursday 8 April 

 School photographs 

 

Wednesday 14 April 10:45am 

 Break up for the April 

holidays 

 

Wednesday 5 May 

 Back to school for the 

second term 

 

Friday 11 June  

 Break up for Midterm Break 

 

Monday 21 June 

 Back to school 

 

Friday 6 August 

 End of Term 2 
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your child. I encourage you to ask your child what he or she would like to do (you may need to 

give a few choices) and then play WITH him or her. Fantasy play, building with blocks, digging in 

the sand or “cooking” in the kitchen offer far more opportunities for engagement with your child 

than watching him or her colour in a picture. Talk about what you are doing or what your child is 

discovering as he or she plays. If you have Duplo blocks there is a wonderful free app on the 

Google Playstore called Six Bricks ® which gives a huge range of different activities. If your child 

requires reinforcement in a specific area, your child’s teacher will send home suitable activities 

and tasks that are done from a play-based perspective, as that is how children in preschool learn 

best. We want children to know that learning is FUN and something that they physically 

experience, rather than, for example, just writing out the alphabet. Above all, READ, READ and 

READ some more - there is absolutely no substitute in the world for the connections that are 

created through reading together.  

 

THANK YOU to everyone for the donations of Easter eggs for our outreach children. BeNS alone 

collected 2544 individual marshmallow eggs and you can be assured that they will be greatly 

appreciated. We have a few days left if you would still like to donate towards this outreach effort.  

 

The long weekend is upon us; please remember that we close at 10h45 tomorrow. A reminder to 

be especially vigilant in the car park when you collect your child please. Aftercare will operate 

from 11am and will close at 4 pm as usual. I would like to take this opportunity to wish our 

Christian families a blessed Easter and our Jewish families Chag Sameach.  If you are travelling, 

please do so safely. We look forward to having all our children return on Tuesday morning. 

 

Warm regards 

 

Mrs Tracy Newman 

 

  

 

 


